
After its Summer 2009 debut, Sincere's Heart, an off- Broadway play performed in New York City, 
received raved reviews from audience attendees. Fans of the production company that had seen Y2E's 
previous plays, agreed this one was the best. "It just keeps on 
getting better," was a phrase spoken by many when expressing 
their thoughts of the company's plays. Although Y2E's 
plays are generally thought provoking, instilling a valuable 
lesson of some sort, Sincere's Heart took audiences on an 
emotional, thought provoking journey that exceeded past Y2E 
plays. Perhaps this is because playwright, Brandi Webb 
created the script with a protagonist that has universal issues 
and obstacles that are easily related to by many. Those that 
could not directly relate to the story were 
however, easily invoked with empathy. The play's protagonist, 
20 year old Sincere Heart, endures a series of unforeseen 
circumstances that revolve around the death of his mother. 

Forced to grow up so quickly, Sincere has spent the last two 
years after his mother's death, supporting his two teenage sisters. His 
relationship with his sixteen year old sister, Nicole is a sour one as 
he continuously mishandles that fine line of disciplining as a parent, 
yet maintaining  that cool older brother status. In the big scheme of 
things Sincere behaves as a boy wanting to be a man and as a result 
he makes costly mistakes that puts his family in jeopardy. After 
loosing his job, his family struggles financially and becomes easy 
prey to the antagonist, Sabrina Whitestone - a vengeful social 
worker that shares a history with Sincere. At the mercy of Sabrina, 
Sincere is forced to bring in his heroine addicted Uncle - 
Jerold, back into his home to live as Jerold may be the only 
considerable guardian for his sisters once Sincere has been deemed 
an "inadequate" guardian. Without Jerold, who persists that he has 
recovered from his 

addiction, to serve as the legal guardian for the girls, they 
are subject to being taken away from Sincere and put 
through the foster system. With both Sincere and 
Jerold living under the same roof, tensions raise due to 
grudges held by Sincere. Jerold's ugly past is uncovered 
to the audience and Sincere is at a constant unease 
as he fears that Jerold may not have cleaned up his act 
and his sisters may still,very well be taken away from 
him. The climax between the two arises in scene 2 of the 
second act when Sincere brings home two gallons of 
some drug cleansing solution and insists that Jerold drink 
it all to clean out any drugs he may have used because 
Sabrina may soon be be giving Jerold a drug test. After Jerold's refusal, Sincere lets loose his feelings 
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 behind wanting to help out him and his sisters. Sincere then speaks of his intentions to eventually gain 
legal custody of his sisters. His tantrum escalates and before you know it Jerold is being forcefully 
gripped by the collar of his shirt at the palms of Sincere! 
Jerold, seemingly using all his might to refrain from harmfully  
retaliating, replies with one sentence, "if you got any sense of 
any kind boy, you'll take yo' hands off me." He then startlingly  
yells, "get off me!" while shoving Sincere's hands off of him." 
Jerold calms himself down and begins a rant in which he 
"schools" Sincere by speaking the truth about Sincere's lack of 
control and inadequatecy to provide and support his sisters. 
Jerold's struggle with drugs isn't with using them but, more so 
with forgiving himself for the ugly past he led while using 
drugs. His character is deeply remorseful and his regret leaves 
him constantly wallowing in his past mistakes. He blames 
himself for not helping and being a burden on Sincere's 
mother, Sheryl when she was sick and dying of cancer. Jerold 
is good at sharing words of wisdom, but when it comes to 
resolving his own issues he doesn't quite have the answers. A 
favorite tear jerking scene in the play is when Jerold breaks 
through Nicole's stubborn and hostile personality and reveals 
to her that she's just using all that hostility to mask her 
feelings of being lost and alone without her mother. He 
encourages her grieve and she in turn lets out a cry that finally 
shows the audience a vulnerable, soft side of Nicole. At this point in the play, the audience was then able 
to empathize with Nicole and understand why she treated Sincere and Ashley, the youngest sibling, with 
such distaste. Nicole then discusses her current inability to paint, (something she loves to do) due to her 
feelings of being lost. Jerold attempts to inspire her to paint by showing her that her inspiration is in her 
heart. He pulls out his sax and plays it for her while she paints. Jerold lets down Nicole's pinned up dew 
and when the dialog picks back up he stares at her and calls her Sheryl! He is unaware that he has 
done such until Nicole points it out. The tables turn and Nicole is then sharing words of wisdom with 
Jerold, telling him that it is time to forgive himself.

     

THERE’S SOMETHING ABOUT BOOKER...

There are many tear jerking moments throughout this play that make it a wonderful nicely written piece. 
With all the drama in the play, Miss Webb did a fantastic job with the way she incorporated the comic 

relief character, Booker Johnson, into the play. According to 
many of the play's viewers, Booker was not the lead but he 
most certainly stole the show. Not to take anything away from 
the other characters, it’s just that Booker was extremely 
funny. With so much drama in the home of the Hearts, Booker 
helped to relieve the tension. It was inevitable, when Booker 
appeared onto the stage something hysterical was bound to 
happen. Throughout the play, audience members eagerly 
awaited Booker's next move. Booker is Sincere's best friend. 
He has a vivid imagination and loves to read. He coins the 



phrase,"get lost in a book" and takes it to a whole new level. Each book he reads, he adapts the 
language, image, and culture of the book. In one scene, Booker has been reading a home and garden 
book by Martha Stewart . He appears at Sincere's home dressed in a garden hat and an apron holding a 
garden hoe in his hand. In every couple of scenes throughout the play, Booker is reading something new 
and taking on its characteristics. Booker is also flakey which makes his personality all the more 
humorous. Watching Booker as he goes through all his character phases is definitely an enjoyable treat 
for the audience. “Sincere's Heart” holds the perfect balance of comedy and drama. It is 2 1/2 hours 
that'll make you laugh, cry, and feel like you're a personal friend to the Heart family. Brandi Webb did 
an excellent job in the crafting of this story. The writing is brilliant and I hope to see this play again in 
the future and perhaps even on Broadway (it's just that good!). 
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